
Dear Dr. Hallett, 
  
Thank you for your letter regarding the Harper government’s closure and privatization of 
the Experimental Lakes Area. 
  
I agree that it is shocking to see a pioneering research facility shut due to the 2012 budget 
cuts to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO). These cuts are not only short-
sighted, but it is unrealistic to expect that universities will continue their work. What is 
most alarming is that the Experimental Lakes Area is in the process of being sold off to 
private interests. These lakes have led to breakthroughs and greater understanding of 
fresh water eco-systems. It is reckless to entrust public research to private companies 
where the primary goal is to increase their bottom line, not conduct innovative research 
and further environmental research initiatives. 
  
This is the fifth time that the Government of Canada has threatened to close the facility. 
The only thing that prevented its demise in the past is the public outcry that followed 
shortly after the announcement. We are again in the same situation. The only way to save 
the facility and stop cuts to important research is to voice your concerns and increase 
public awareness.  This body of knowledge and the ability to continue assessing impacts 
is critical to science. It is reckless to threaten out access to such critical work. 
  
We must work together to reverse the closure of the Experimental Lakes Area facility and 
stop cuts to federally funded research. The Coalition to Save Experimental Lakes Area 
has a website dedicated to raising awareness and lobbying the government to stop the 
closure: http://saveela.org/what-can-you-do-to-help/. In addition, the Coalition to Save 
Experimental Lakes Area has created a petition against the close of the ELA. I will be 
receiving the petition tomorrow and will promptly submit the petition to the Clerk for 
approval. I invite you to visit my website:http://elizabethmaymp.ca/get-involved/ where I 
will be uploading the petition once it has been approved. I would greatly appreciate if you 
could collect as many signatures as possible and return the petition to my office, allowing 
me to table it in the House of Commons. 
  
Thank you again for the email. Please don’t hesitate to contact me again should you have 
any questions or concerns in the future. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
  
  
Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P. 
Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands 
Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
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