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ESCBlog: the official blog of the Entomological Society of Canada 
Guidelines for contributors (students) 
 
 

 

Thanks for your interest in being a contributor to the ESC Blog! 
 
We appreciate your interest in this venture and are excited to provide a platform for you to share your 
experiences in entomology! 
 

What you need to do: 
 

1. Write an article (i.e., blog post), preferably in a Word document (try to keep it <750 words, but 
there is no right or wrong length) 

2. Find at least one relevant image, if possible (photographs, figures, tables, drawings or other 
illustrations), and provide a descriptive caption (and proper credit if you didn’t create the 
image). Try to avoid tables full of numbers or P-values; most readers won’t read them. 

3. Email your article, image(s) (as a separate file please) and caption(s) to 
EntSocCanada@gmail.com . Please write: “Last name, First Name: Student Contributor” in the 
subject line. 

4. Indicate in your email whether or not you would like us to publish your email address (or 
personal web pages) with the blog post. 

5. Watch for your post, share the link with your friends and colleagues, and watch for comments 
from your new readers! 

 
That’s it! We’ll take care of the rest  
 

ESC Blog Administrators  
 
Morgan Jackson and Crystal Ernst are your blog administrators. Our job as admins consists of: making 
sure the blog looks good, soliciting contributions, publishing contributions on a regular schedule to 
keep the blog lively and dynamic, supporting authors/contributors, and moderating comments and 
questions. We may do some very light proofreading or formatting on your posts to make sure they 
have a consistent look and feel, but there will be little actual editing: we want to respect each 
contributor’s voice and thoughts. If you ever have any questions, are in need of post ideas or 
inspiration, please feel free to contact us at any time.  
 
Email: EntSocCanada@gmail.com or:  jackson@uoguelph.ca, crystal.ernst@mail.mcgill.ca  
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Post Guidelines 
 
Content 
 
As a student contributor, your post can be related to one of the following subjects: 
 

- Your research activities (current, past, future, lab work, field work, etc.) 
- Interesting results emerging from your research 
- A summary of your recent publication 
- Extra information that didn’t make it into a publication that you’d like to share 
- A photo essay of your study organism(s) OR of insects/other arthropods in Canada 

 
We welcome other topic suggestions! Please note that whether you are currently working or studying 
in Canada or abroad, we ask that you ensure that your content is of relevance to the Canadian 
entomology scene. Posts that fail to adhere to this guideline may require revision or may not be 
accepted for publishing.  
 
Most importantly, write about things that are interesting to you. Your passion and sincerity will be 
apparent, and your readers will hang on your every word.   
 
Although your writing is your own, please be aware that your posts will be considered representative 
of the ESC and any institutions with which you may be affiliated. Maintain professionalism, and do not 
use the blog as a forum to hash out personal gripes. However, blogs can be wonderful forums for 
debate and idea exchange, so you don’t have to shy away from controversial subjects. Simply ensure 
that you maintain an appropriate tone.  
 
Format 
 
Here are some guidelines that we ask you to follow in order to keep this blog interesting, visually 
appealing, professional and readable.   
 
Length 
 

- Try, whenever possible, to keep posts under 750 words: if your post is too long, most people 
simply won’t read it  

- Break up text into bite-sized pieces: paragraphs should be maximum 3-4 sentences long 
 

Don’t forget to tell us a little about yourself! In addition to the post itself, provide a few sentences 
stating your name, where you work/go to school (including the department), your advisor, etc. we’ll 
include these as a footnote on your post.  
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Language/Tone 
 
The writing style should be informal, but professional. If you’re new to popular science blogging, the 
place to start is by reading blog posts! Check out the links on the ESC Blog (note: links to be added 
soon!) for examples of insect bloggers, and use a writing style that feels natural to you. 
 

- You may write in the official language of your choice (French or English) 
- When discussing your own research or someone else’s, get to the basics and use layman’s 

terms.  We expect the blog readership to reach entomologists, scientists in other disciplines, 
amateur entomologists, naturalists and members of the general population. Our readers are 
sure to be fascinated, but only if you make it easy for non-experts to understand.  

- Keep it clean: no swearing, no hate speech. Posts will be automatically rejected. 
 
References 
 
References should be provided at the end of a post if a paper (or content from another source) is 
specifically mentioned or quoted, but citations are not required. At this point we are not asking for a 
particular referencing style to be used.  
 
Links 
 
Consider adding links to relevant or referenced online content. Please don’t add hyperlinks to text in 
Word; instead, put the link in brackets where you’d like it to appear, and we’ll ensure that it goes in the 
right place.  
 
Images 
 

- Provide photographs, figures, and other images whenever possible 
- Images should, ideally, be 600 pixels wide. If you don’t have Photoshop, you can resize your 

images using a free, online photo editor such as Picnik (http://www.picnik.com/) or you can ask 
one of us for help 

- Some things to keep in mind: 
 

Good Not so good 

Your own images (photographs, figures/tables 
from papers, other illustrations, etc.) 

Uncredited images, tables, figures, photos etc. from 
other photographers, papers, authors, blog posts, etc. 
If you use someone else’s work, credit accordingly 
(name/web page/citation etc.) 

Clear, crisp images Blurry, out-of-focus, or dark images 

Images that you are okay with strangers 
seeing 

Personal or private photos 

Photos of friends and colleagues, or even 
strangers with their permission 

Photos of anyone without their permission 

http://www.picnik.com/
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Tags 
 
Tags are similar to keywords in a research paper – they are used by search engines and readers to find 
posts about a particular subject. Each post should have 1-5 “tags”. You may use whatever tags are 
appropriate.  Simply list these at the bottom of your document. 
  
When can you expect your post to be online? 
 
The ESC blog is currently under development; we are in the process designing the layout and 
accumulating posts in order to ensure that the blog starts off on the right foot with interesting and 
engaging content. At this point, the blog is not visible online – as soon as it goes “live” we’ll send you 
an email and let you know! We are planning to release 2-3 posts every week. Once we have a schedule 
set, we’ll do our best to inform you when your post will be published. 
 
 
If you have any questions about any of the information provided here, please send us an email. 
 
Thanks again for your interest and support!  
 
Morgan and Crystal 


